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I hope all is well and everyone received everything 

they wanted from Santa. Our Michigan winter hasn’t 

been too bad yet, but we still have a long time to go 

before spring arrives. The Association is already plan-

ning the events for 2026, and hope many of you will be 

able to attend them.   

Things are going a little crazy around the country; 

some areas show a large increase in assaults and harass-

ment of Law Enforcement Officers. Hopefully none of 

our members have family members that are active-duty 

officers working in those areas and required to work 

under these conditions. It seems like for the last several 

years there has always been something going on that 

splits our country apart. With any luck all this will end 

soon, and people will be able to discuss their differences 

in a reasonable manner. 

Speaking of people discussing differences, our 

Michigan Legislative also appears to have had their 

problems. In 2025 the legislators were only able to agree 

on a total of 74 pieces of legislation that made it through 

the system and got signed into law. This is the fewest 

number of Bills passed in decades, if not ever. Compare 

this to the last year under Governor Snyder, in which he 

had 690 Bills signed into law. This may be a good thing. 

With nothing getting passed by our local and Federal 

legislators they can’t screw anything up. 

Our next issue is following the lead of the legisla-

tors, It has been almost a year since a Judge heard our 

case against the State of Michigan over the 10 million 

dollars appropriated in the budget for VEBAs estab-

lished during a bankruptcy, and he still has not respond-

ed with a decision. Not much we can do but wait. 

As you can see, by the length of my articles, they 

have been getting shorter and shorter. The reason for this 

is that our Association has no major issues to address. 

However, that’s not to say we aren’t monitoring The 

City, State and Federal governments to make sure we’re 

aware of any changes that could affect our members. 

That’s it for now, stay safe and have a healthy, happy 

and prosperous New Year.  

 

Notice Regarding the City of Detroit Police and Fire Retiree Healthcare Trust 
If you are NOT enrolled in Priority Health, you will need to submit new HRA Reimbursement Forms 

for 2026, your HRA recurring payments do not carry over from year to year. 

Login at www.ourbenefitoffice.com/DPFRHC/Benefits or contact BeneSys, Inc. Troy office at (833) 725-5336 
or TMR Detroit office at (313) 963-1135 to confirm your current coverage and dependents are listed correctly. 

There a time limit to file for HRA Benefits for 2025. HRA Claims for 2025 must be filed by March 31, 2026. 

Who is eligible to participate! 
Police and Fire Retires who separated from active service with the City of Detroit 

ON OR BEFORE December 31, 2014 
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VICE 

PRESIDENT 
Gregory Trozak 

 
 

 
      I would like to begin by wishing everyone a Happy 

New Year and I hope you all had a great Christmas and   

Holiday season celebrating with family and friends. Not 

that I am a “new year resolution” kind of person but at 

this stage of my life the only resolution I can think of is 

to be able to celebrate the Holiday Season again the next 

time it rolls around and make the same resolution. 

      Speaking of the new year, the City of Detroit has a 

new administration taking office which may or may not 

see some changes on the Pension Board. The Board has 

not met since the change as of this writing, so I cannot 

give an update on who was added or replaced but it will 

be an interesting year. As of today, the pension system is 

doing fine and the future looks good. 

      Again, this year the RDPFFA Annual Picnic will 

take place in Frankenmuth on Monday June 15, 2026, at 

Heritage Park which is right behind the Bavarian Inn 

where we will be hosting the hospitality rooms on 

Sunday evening June 14 and Monday evening June 15. 

      The June Breakfast and General Meeting will take 

place in the Bavarian Inn on Tuesday June 16. Rooms 

again this year will be $139.00 per night plus tax and 

fees. Reservations can now be made by calling the 

Bavarian Inn (989) 652-7200 using our group booking 

# 1429EH . More information will be coming soon. 

      A couple of reminders on future Association events. the 

March General Meeting will take place at the west side 

location which is the American Legion Stitt Post on March 

5th. The May General Meeting has been canceled due to 

the fact the east side location is unavailable on the date of 

the meeting. We are sorry that the meeting had to be can-

celed and if anything changes we will post any updates. 

      The Association is again looking into having a get-

together in November at a casino and resort within dri-

ving distance of the office. After the event at Soaring 

Eagle Casino and Resort in November, we are looking 

into going back to Firekeepers Casino Resort this year. 

There was a pretty good turnout the last time we were 

there and everyone seemed to have a great time. More 

information will be made available in the next few 

weeks and we will let everyone know, so stay tuned. 

      With this being the slow time of the year I will close 

out wishing all our snowbird members heading south or 

already there safe travels and enjoy the warm weather. 

Again, Happy New Year to all, enjoy these winter 

months and remember we should all be happy that we 

are still here and available to read this edition of the 

Unity. Until the next time, as always please be careful 

out there and remember this is a whole different world 

we are living in. 

 

Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Association Inc. 
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road • Sterling Heights, MI 48310-5969 
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     The following is the Retired Detroit Police and Fire 

Fighters Associations previous year activities, income and 

expenses from January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. 

     A direct quote from the Restated Bylaws of the 

Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters Association 

states, in part, “The purposes of the Association shall 

be: To provide the Members with information concern-

ing the status of Pensions, Hospitalization and 

Insurances.”  The organization achieves pension issue 

goals by supporting two elected pension representa-

tives, one fire and one police, who in return report to the 

membership on all relevant activities.   Hospitalization 

Benefits, are regularly monitored by elected Trustees, 

three are RDPFFA Board of Director members who 

report to the participants all applicable information. 

     Additionally, the Retired Detroit Police and Fire 

Fighters Association objective is to promote a spirit of 

good fellowship and a closer personal relationship 

among members and their families.  Attempting to 

accomplish this goal the Association arranged an annual 

picnic along with a sponsored event at a casino, further-

more the RDPFFA coordinates a golf outing.  The 

Association is organized and shall be operated exclu-

sively for the purposes set forth in Section 501(c) (4) of 

the Internal Revenue Code. 

     This is a summary of year end numbers compiled by 

the Retired Detroit Police Fire Fighters Association 

Secretary-Treasurer.  Over 4,500 persons were partici-

pants in the Association at the end of 2025, of those 

included, 3,635 started the year on payroll deduction 

and the Association ended the year with 3,507 on pay-

roll deduction.  Other members are those not enrolled 

who pay annually along with persons not eligible for 

automatic payroll deduction. 

     The following list represents categories identifying 

annual expenses; Events $5,700 (11 donations), General 

Membership Meetings $18,811., Honorariums $41,540, 

Insurance $5,980. (Average yearly cost - 3 year poli-

cies), Office Expenses $60,736, Payroll Expenses 

$66,613, Legal Fees $35,853, Professional Services 

$6,498, Professional Fees  /Lobbyist $200, Property 

Taxes $9,315, Unity Magazine $13,162 and Utilities 

$12,511 along with a variety of categorized operating 

cost which is $209,552 total for building improvement 

or repairs.  A majority of the Associations assets are pro-

fessional manage and the investment expenses are not 

included in this piece of writing. 

     The yearly Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters 

Association expenses as of December 31, 2025, were 

$486,490.  The Association had a total income of 

$199,555; this number includes $144,813 in dues, 

$22,635 in appreciation and $32,107 in other income.  

The dues assessment of $36.00 annually does not cover 

the Association’s annual expenses which then, are sup-

plemented by transferring investment funds.  In 2025, 

$337,966 of investment earnings was transferred to the 

Association’s fund to deal with expenditures. 

     December 31, 2024 total expenses was $486,490 

December 31, 2023 total expenses was $330,112, 

December 31, 2022 end of the year total expenses was 

$338,283, December 31, 2021 end of the year total 

expenses was $261,118. 

     Left out from the above values of total assets is the 

office located at 2525 E. 14 Mile Road Sterling Heights, 

Michigan 48310-5969 which is owned by the organiza-

tion.  The above numbers are calculations for members’ 

informational purposes only and are not to be construed 

as a professional audit and official certified numbers. 
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Welcome New 

Members! 

October 2025 

Mark H. Williams - Police 

Michael Borg - Fire 

Russell Moler - Fire 

November 2025 

Jaysin Myers - Fire 

DEATH OF MEMBER 

FAMILY ASSISTANCE PROCEDURE 
 

Communications vary whether member was 

Police, Fire, or Sergeant and above. If you are Police 

make your first call to the Detroit Police Benefit & 

Protective Association, (313) 870-9304. Followed 

by either a call to the Detroit Police Officer 

Association, (313) 567-8770, or the Lieutenants & 

Sergeants (313) 961-5699, which ever applies. 

While the Detroit Police Benefit & Protective 

Association will normally contact the City of 

Detroit with the information it would be reason-

able to follow up with a call to the Pension 

Bureau, (313) 224-3362 Ext. 221 or 1 (800) 339-

8344 and BeneSys (833) 725-5336 to make sure 

that they were notified. Last but not least, notify 

the Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters 

Association, (586) 795-1734. 

Fire employees, start by notifying the Detroit 

Fire Fighter Association, (313) 962-7546, the 

Detroit Firemen’s Fund Association, (313) 628-

0099, Detroit Fire Mutual Fund call Firemen's 

Fund Association to leave a message, Detroit 

Pension Bureau, (313) 224-3362 or (800) 339-

8344, ext 221 and BeneSys (833) 725-5336. 

The above agencies will assist you with the notifi-

cation process. It would be a good idea to put this infor-

mation with your secured legal documents or some 

other obvious place where your survivors can locate it.

Detroit Police Department 
Retired   Badges 

Silver – $55.00 EA.*            Gold – $65.00 EA.* 

Available to R.D.P.F.F.A. Members 
Contact Retired Detroit Police Officer George Toy at: 

(248) 572-4458 

*Add $5.00 for Shipping & Handling. Allow 6-8 Weeks for Delivery

PLEASE NOTE: 
The RDPFFA would like to recognize and 

thank Olejnik Farms for their generous 

contribution of flowers adding to the beauty 

of our building grounds.

Now Accepting PayPal! 
We are pleased to announce that we now 

accept PayPal for Annual Dues, Political 

Action Committee (PAC) and Appreciation 

Donation payments. Please check the right 

side of the RDPFFA home page for a link!
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ASSOCIATION CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS* 

 

General Membership Meeting Schedule: 

AMERICAN POLISH 
CENTURY CLUB 

33204 Maple Lane - Sterling Heights, MI - 7 PM 

May 7, 2026 (Cancelled) 

AMERICAN LEGION 
Carl E. Stitt Post 232 

23850 Military Rd - Dearborn Heights, MI - 7 PM 

March 5, 2026 

RDPFFA ANNUAL PICNIC 

Frankenmuth Heritage Park - Frankenmuth, MI 

Monday, June 15, 2026 

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Bavarian Inn - Frankenmuth, MI 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 

RDPFFA November Event  

To Be Determined! 

Snowbirds Of Michigan* 

Meet 2nd Sunday of the month 

May thru November 

at “Fred of Roscommon” 

430 N. 5th Street - Roscommon, MI 

Social Hour 11:00 AM – Meeting at 1:00 PM 
 

*Refer to columns for specifics or program changes

Articles for the Spring 2026 

Issue should be “submitted” by 

March 25, 2026

 
Updated!

UPCOMING 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

Fire Fighters Breakfasts 

First Monday of the month at 9:00 A.M. 
Dimitri's Opa Restaurant – (NEW LOCATION) 

50875 Gratiot Ave, Chesterfield, MI 48051-3133 

Third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 A.M. 
Omega Coney Island 

22501 W. Eight Mile Rd., Detroit, MI 

First Thursday of the month at 9:00 A.M. 
IHOP Restaurant (NEW LOCATION) 

8075 Nemco Way • Brighton, MI 48116 

(810) 225-6020 

Exit 145 off of I96 (Enter off Grand River) 
 

Call the Association Office 
if you need additional information

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE 

For your information and the Association's 

benefit, it is important that when your sum-

mer/winter address changes, we are notified 

in advance of the move and again when you 

are returning to your home address. That 

way we can keep our records current. We 

don’t want to lose you in the process.
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Greetings from Florida 

    The “Snowbirds” organization was 

started officially on July 26, 1953 and we 

always look forward to publishing an 

update of our schedule and events for the 

Unity Newsletter. Due to untimed trav-

els, we will not be able to publish this 

issue’s updates. 

    Look for us in the next Unity issue. 
 

Take care and God Bless. 

Dan Zemaitis (989) 305-1035 

 

 
Snowbirds 

Dan Zemaitis

Procedure to Obtain Retired 

Detroit Police Photo ID Cards 

 

To obtain an ID card in person: 
 

• Public Safety Headquarters 

1301 Third Street, Detroit, MI 48226-2503 
 

• Go to Central Photo for a digital picture 

(located on the 3rd floor of Public Safety Headquarters) 

You will be directed to the 6th floor to Detroit 

Police Personnel to complete process.  
 

• Bring old DPD ID Card and Driver’s License 

-They will keep your old ID card. 

Please call (313) 596-2810 

for further information!

From the days of the first crusade, the cross has 
been the symbol of the Christian warrior who 
pledged not only to fight in defense of the Holy 
Land, but also to protect the lives of his compatri-
ots. The Maltese Cross, now worn by modern fire-
fighters, is actually an adaptation of a particular 
crusader insignia, the cross of the Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem. 

During the crusades, many Knights became fire-
fighters out of necessity. Their enemies had resort-
ed to throwing bombs and sailing war vessels con-
taining naphtha. Hundreds of Knights were burned 
alive. Others risked their lives to save their brothers 
in arms from dying painful fiery deaths. Thus these 
men became our first firefighters and the first of a 
long list of courageous firefighters. 

The Maltese Cross is your symbol of protection. 
It means that the firefighter who wears this cross is 

willing to lay down his/her life for you, just as 
Crusaders sacrificed their lives for their fellow man 
so may years ago. 

The Maltese Cross is a Firefighter's badge of 
honor, signifying that he/she works in courage... a 
ladder-run away from death.

The Significance of the Maltese Cross
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     Please accept this donation in memory of my hus-

band, P.O. Hebert L Taylor. After serving his country in 

the USAF, he joined the Detroit Police Dept. in 1968 

working mostly at #10. He was a hard worker willing to 

help everyone i.e. Patrol, accident car, Court Officer & 

last property clerk. Getting a duty disability in 1987. 

     Also P.O. Sharon Bouyer who also passed on the 

same day as Herbert, 03/12/25, may they both RIP. 

                                Ret. P.O. Charleen Welch-Taylor 

                                Pahrump, NV 
 

     Enclosed with my dues is a check to be used where 

needed. I deeply appreciate all you do for your mem-

bers…especially those of us who are widowed. My 

donation is in memory of my husband Gerry 

Henningsen and his two best friends, Sgt. James Carter 

and Sgt. William Fumerola. Thank You 

                                Geri Henningsen 

                                Plymouth, MI 
 

     Enclosed please find the yearly dues for the RDPFF 

Association, plus a little bit more for all you do for us 

retirees every day. This is in memory of my husband 

Paul Laube, as well as all who have passed in and out of 

the line of duty. Thank You. 

                                Judy Laube 

                                Spring Hill, FL 
 

     Please use this donation where needed and keep 

fighting the good fight! Thanks 

                                Bob & Linda Dombrowski 

                                Grosse Ile, MI 
 

     My brother James Marshall was a Detroit Fireman 

for his entire career. He was retired and passed away in 

2024. We would like to make this donation to the 

Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters Association in 

his name. We hope you will recognize him in your 

newsletter. Thanks for all you do for the retirees. 

                                Katie Marshall 

                                Grand Junction, CO 
 

     Please apply this donation as you see fit, in memory 

of Sgt. Mark “Buck” Belcastro a solid brave cop. 

Thanks 
                                Den & Mag Barton 

                                Caseville Twp, MI 

     Please accept our donation and use it where most 

needed. In memory of Officer Michael Pietrzak and 

Officer Emmanuel “Paco” Vetor. 

                                Richard & Sue Hathaway 

                                Punta Gorda, FL 

 

     I really appreciate all the work you do for the mem-

bership; I am especially thankful for your efforts to pro-

vide health insurance. Enclosed is check for 2026 mem-

bership & donation to the cause. Thanks 

                                Judy Marchwinski 

                                Odessa, FL 

 

     To the Officers of the RDPFFA, thank you for all 

your effort. Use this donation where needed. 

                                Charles & Dorothy Mahoney 

                                Las Vegas, NV 

 

     Hope every one of you are in good health, thank you 

for all that you do for us retirees. Please accept this 

check for the many friends and partners that have died 

in the past years especially Sgt. John Turney and Police 

Officer William Bowman. 

                                Daniel & Diane Budz 

                                Dearborn Heights, MI 

 

     In memory of Pete Gernand, rest in Peace Brother. 

Please use where most needed. Thank you for every-

thing you continue to do for the Retirees every year! 

                                Dave & Melanie Pauch 

                                Mancelona, MI 

 

     Please use as you see fit. Thank you for your work 

and God Bless you. 

                                Michael Cleland 

                                Washington, MI 

 

     Thanks for the work you guys do, use wherever 

needed. 

                                Kevin Greene 

                                Clinton Twp., MI 

 

     To your wonderful staff, a genuine thank you and 

appreciation for all you do. In memory of P.O. Richard 

Santarossa. Thank You. 

                                Connie Santarossa 

                                Roscommon, MI 

 

(continued on next page)
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     Please use this money as you see fit. In memory of 

my wife of almost 65 yrs, Char, and two of my partners 

from old TMU, Gene McVay and Will Christopher. 

                                Jim Ruhlig 

                                Linden, MI 

 

     Please use this check as needed in memory of 

Gerald Kreza and Steven Van Buren. Thank you for all 

you do for us. 

                                Ted Ponik 

                                Posen, MI 

 

     Would like to remember Dan Herrick and all the 

great cops I worked with at the old Second Precinct in 

the early 60’s. Use this check as you see fit. Thank You. 

                                John Tsampikou 

                                Chesterfield, MI 

(continued) “Standing up for you” 

Bryan A. Sunisloe 

Attorney and Counselor 

(Brother of Retired Detroit Fire Chief, Kenneth A. Sunisloe) 
 

Specializing In: 

Divorce/Family Law 

Disability and Worker’s Comp 

Estate Planning 

Personal Injury Litigation 
 

Main Office: 

66 Market Street 

Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 
 

Office: (586) 463-0300 / Fax: (586) 463-5373 

Cell: (313) 801-9201 

www.SunisloeLawOffice.com 

Bryan@Sunisloelawoffice.com

The Detroit Firemen's Fund's 
commitment to be a guiding light 

during the darkest days in a 
firefighter and their family's lives 
has been our priority since 1866. 

The Officers of the Association are: 
Joseph Palm - President • Christopher Dixon - Vice President 

Michael O’Lear - Secretary • James Montgomery - Treasurer 
The Trustees are: 

Shannon Moran, Kim Fett, Jon Bozich, Patrick Schwartz, Christopher Alef 
We are located at: 

1301 Third St., #329 • Detroit MI 48226 
Monday-Friday • Office: 8 - 3 pm and the store: 9 - 4 pm  

Call: 313-628-0099 or visit us at: www.detroitfiremensfund.com
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Thank you for your service RDPFFA 
Complimentary hearing test & 

hearing aid consultation 
 

We will work with you to maximize 
your hearing aid insurance benefit and find 

the best solution for your lifestyle 
Rechargeable, Bluetooth, Waterproof options available 

 
1225 S. Latson Rd., Suite 180 

Howell, MI 48843 
advancedhearingofbrighton.com 

810-494-4327 

Dr. Laura Salome 
Doctor of Audiology

13th Precinct 
Quarterly Retirees’ Luncheon 

11:00 A.M. - 2nd Tuesday of 
March • June • September • December 

Roger’s Roost 
33626 Schoenherr Rd. 

Sterling Heights, MI 48312 

(586) 979-7550

BUNCH TAX SERVICE 
(586) 779-7990 

ASSOCIATES 

 
 

CITY • STATE • FEDERAL • PERSONAL • BUSINESS  
NEW LOCATION!  

22611 Greater Mack Ave. 
(Between 8 and 9 Mile Rd.) 

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48080-2014 

FAX: (586) 779-0249 
www.bunchtaxservice.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, Audit Representation 
Member of RDPFFA

LUCIAN C. HARBAR II • LUCIAN C. HARBAR, SR. • DANIEL M. SMITH

 

 

 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF U.S. 
POST 1519 

Police and fire fighters looking for members. Must have overseas wartime service! 

For information contact: 
Bernie Brennan at (734) 420-0250 or bbren16752@aol.com
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IN MEMORIAM Once again, we call the roll and acknowledge those friends 

and associates who have left us since our last publication. It is hard to let go of good friends but it 

is easy to remember the good times we shared and realize that now they rest in peace. 

October 2025 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Ball, Kenneth                          P.O.                 Police               6-1-71             1-8-00               10-26-25              76 

Cordle-Mills, Flora                 Invg.                Police             7-18-77           1-17-12                 10-3-25              79 

Granger, Brenda                     Sgt.                  Police             1-17-73           12-1-92               10-23-25              74 

Habkirk, Gary                         P.O.                 Police             3-10-69           7-23-94                 10-3-25              79 

Harper, Carl                            P.O.                 Police             12-6-71             1-3-97               10-27-25              78 

Mosby-Colbert, Kim              P.O.                 Police               7-6-98     Died Active               10-14-25              65 

St. Onge, Roy                         Sgt.                  Police             10-3-55             2-3-87               10-13-25              95 

Stallworth, Darren                  P.O.                 Police            11-20-96          11-24-15               10-10-25              57 

Stephens, John                        P.O.                 Police             5-13-68           5-15-93                 10-3-25              79 

Wilkewitz, Ralph                    Sgt.                  Police             1-25-65           1-27-90               10-17-25              82 

Zelasko, Richard                     P.O.                 Police             6-12-72           7-25-85                10-11-25              74 

Ziolkowski, Terrence              P.O.                 Police            11-17-69           7-10-95               10-22-25              76 

Delich, George                        FF                    Fire                   9-9-57           3-25-74               10-15-25              89 

Gartin, Gibran                         Sgt.                  Fire                   8-3-87             8-3-12               10-14-25              59 

Johnson, Clifford                    FEO                Fire                 10-7-74           7-20-95               10-20-25              80 

Johnson, Earl                          FF                    Fire                 3-30-53           4-18-72                 10-5-25              99 

Kelly, George                          Bt. Chief         Fire                   7-6-66           1-17-02               10-25-25              81 

Matlock, Calef                        FF                    Fire                 4-24-89           7-18-98                 10-8-25              69 

Michaels, Carl                        FEO                Fire                 2-11-74         10-17-91                 10-1-25              78 

November 2025 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Hankey, Dale                          P.O.                 Police             10-4-71           4-12-97                  11-2-25              75 

Harrah, Roger                         P.O.                 Police             9-18-72           1-10-98                  11-5-25              79 

Hurley, Howard                      P.O.                 Police               7-6-54           6-27-92                  11-6-25              94 

Kauffman, Thomas                 P.O.                 Police             4-27-64           7-14-89                11-23-25              86 

Kinnee, Robert                        P.O.                 Police             3-21-66             4-1-91                11-16-25              81 

Klinefelt, Ira                           P.O.                 Police             8-13-62            8-11-89                  11-4-25              86 

Ludlow, Donald                      P.O.                 Police               4-3-67             4-3-92                11-28-25              81 

MacDonald, James                 P.O.                 Police              11-1-70             7-3-98                11-20-25              77 

Moran, Dennis                        P.O.                 Police             9-20-71             3-5-87                11-16-25              75 

Norwood, Judith                     Inv.                  Police             8-31-87         10-31-12                11-12-25              75 

Slappy, John                            P.O.                 Police               7-8-68             9-3-02                  11-6-25              85 

Warren, Betty                          P.O.                 Police             5-16-83             3-3-92                  11-7-25              78 

Williams, Gregory                  Lt.                    Police             6-28-71             1-4-02                11-13-25              79 

Billing, Jerry                           Dep. Chief      Fire                   7-7-64           5-30-98                  11-9-25              86 
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In Memoriam (continued) 
November 2025 (continued) 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Gusoff, Louis                          Sr. Chief          Fire                   4-4-66          11-21-05                11-14-25              79 

Ross, Donald                          Lt.                    Fire                 1-15-56           4-22-82                11-25-25              95 

December 2025 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Bajercius, Harv Arvidas         P.O.                 Police           12-16-68            3-11-92                 12-2-25              78 

Baker, Richard                        Lt.                    Police             8-19-68           7-10-04               12-25-25              81 

Bessinger, Gary                      P.O.                 Police           10-18-71           8-29-86                 12-7-25              86 

Brewer, Ray                            Sgt.                  Police               1-3-56             1-6-88                 12-4-25              92 

Jackson, Robert                      Sgt.                  Police             1-16-86              1-1-11               12-19-25              68 

Kuklock, Andrew                   Sgt.                  Police               9-7-71             9-7-96               12-26-25              83 

Miller, Jerome                         Cmdr.              Police             3-26-62           12-3-86               12-13-25              89 

Schmekel, Steven                   Corp.               Police             4-21-86     Died Active               12-19-25              65 

St. Clair, Maureen                  Invg.                Police             4-10-86           10-1-99               12-26-25              62 

Travis, Ernest                          Lt.                    Police               1-3-61             1-3-96                 12-5-25              88 

Woodcum, Oscar                    P.O.                 Police             4-26-02           4-23-18                 12-8-25              54 

Fane, Joseph                           Capt.                Fire                 2-11-74             7-6-06                 12-6-25              79 

Garden, William                     FEO                Fire                   7-5-66             7-5-98               12-10-25              85 

Price, Cleveland                      Capt.                Fire                 10-3-70           5-20-02               12-15-25              83

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      We accept all major insurances 

Retired police officers and their 
spouses can typically get premium 

hearing aids at no cost. 
Call our office to schedule your 

complementary hearing test and 
hearing aid evaluation.

CLEAR HEARING WELCOMES 
RETIRED DETROIT POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTERS

10 W SQUARE LAKE RD • SUITE 102 • BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48302 248-791-3639

SERVICES 
• Hearing tests 
• Hearing aids 
• Wax Removal 
• Custom hearing protection 
• Custom Swim Plugs 
• Tinnitus Relief 
• Services and repairs of 
  your existing hearing aids 
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WE HAVE MOVED! 

Our New Address: 

42815 Garfield, Suite 216 

 Clinton Twp., MI 48038 

(River Oak Suites) 
 

PHONE: 

586-961-6950 

FAX: 

586-961-6944 
 

Specializing in: 

Police • Fire • EMS 

Business • Personal 
 

Michael Norris, AFSPP 

RDPFFA member 
mnorris1840@gmail.com 

 

Tim Sobrero, AFSPP 

tim@tridentax.com
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DETROIT POLICE MUSEUM 
AND GIFT SHOP 

Sponsored by: 
The Detroit Public Safety Foundation and 

The Detroit Police Department 

Stop by and visit us located at: 
Detroit Public Safety Headquarters 

1301 Third Street • Detroit, MI 48226 • (313) 596-5196 

Also Visit our Online Gift Store at: 
www.DetroitPublicSafetyFoundation.org 

(Click on Gift Store Link near bottom left) 

or through our Facebook Site: Detroit Police Museum and Gift Shop 
Curator: Jeff Lemaux 

Phone: (248) 245-0720



Appreciation (Donation) 

Barton, Den & Mag in memory of 
  Sgt. Mark 'Buck' Bellcastro 

Budz, Daniel & Diane in memory of 
  Sgt. John Turney & P.O. William Bowman 

Dinatale, Laverne in memory of 
  Neva Dinatale 

Hathaway, Richard & Sue in memory 
  of Officer Michael Pietrzak & 
  Officer Emmanuel 'Paco' Vetor 
Henningsen, Geri in memory of 
  Gerry Henningsen & Sgt. James Carter & 
  Sgt. William Fumerola 

Hewitt, David & Lori in memory of 
  George Shavers 
Hogue, Thomas in memory of 
  Bob Hogue, Jim Tsolis & John Sliva 

Holody, Sylvia in memory of 
  P.O. Thomas Holody 

Kennedy, Arlene in memory of 
  Sgt. Leland M Kennedy 
Krieg, Robert & Deborah in memory 
  of Jon Rickman,  Johann Lang & 
  James Bednarski 
Laube, Judy in memory of Paul Laube 

Marshall, Katie in memory of 
  James Marshall 
Pauch, Dave & Melanie in memory of 
  Pete Gernand 

Ponik, Ted & Mary in memory of 
  Gerald Kreza & Steven Van Buren 

Riina, Mary in memory of Len Riina 

Rito, Diane in memory of 
  Sgt. Raymond F. Rito 

Ruhlig, Jim in memory of (Wife) Char, 
  Gene McVay & Will Christopher 
Santarossa, Connie in memory of 
  P.O. Richard Santarossa 

Tsampikou, John M in memory of 
  Dan Herrick 

Welch-Taylor, Charleen in memory of 
  P.O. Herbert L Taylor & 
  P.O. Sharon Bouyer 
Youngblood, Rosalie in memory of 
  Thomas J Youngblood 

P.A.C. (Donation) 

Oehmke, Donald in memory of 
  Insp. Pat Zadorozny 

Oehmke, Donald in memory of 
  Lt. Dan Link 

Appreciation (Donation) 

Brandt, Fred & Janice 

Cleland, Michael W. 

Dombrowski, Bob & Linda 

Eising, Dale 

Evans, Virginia 

Falkowski, Ken 

Falkowski, Ken 

Falkowski, Ken 

Fish, Lawrence 

Forshee, Wade & Lynn 

Gatto, Charles & Dorothy 

Greene, Kevin 

Hunt, William C 

Isken, Wayne 

Isken, Wayne P 

Isken, Wayne 

Knittel, Nina 

Lang, John D 

Lang, John D 

Mahoney, Charles & Dorothy 

Makowski, Bill 

Marchwinski, Judy 

Merritt, Casmira 

Moro, Martin Jr. 

Morse, Diane & John 

Obidzinski, Robert & Donna 

Phillips, Kathleen & Charlie 

Phillips, Kathleen & Charlie 

Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen 

Puszczyk, Thomas & Elaine 

Puszczyk, Thomas & Elaine 

Puszczyk, Thomas & Elaine 

Seneski, Larry 

Severs, Elisa 

Smith, Lynda 

Staples, Charles  

Stark, Norbert 

Velthuysen, Tomas 

Weir, Chuck 

Zagar, Mark & Alicia

REMEMBRANCE AND THANK YOU  

The following supporters, their names and in names of their loved ones, have contributed most generously to our 

Legal, Appreciation and P.A.C. Funds. Your continued support of our Association is the encouragement we need 

and reflects your recognition of the Association’s efforts in your behalf. 
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The RDPFFA receives requests for advice 
and assistance with subjects that could 
affect our members. Generally, the 
Association will avoid making recommen-
dations. A sound warning to our members 
will be to research the subject matter before 
contributing with any solicitation by phone 
or mail.

AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 161 

Police & Fire Fighters 
Looking for Members 

Must have military service! 

Dues $45 
For information contact: 

Tony Treier: (586) 598-1386
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WHAT WILL YOUR PAYCHECK 
LOOK LIKE WHEN YOU RETIRE? 

While you may have several sources of income, one thing is certain - planning to retirement 

means changing your thinking from "savings" to "income" when managing your investments. 

Your retirement assets: 
• Can be used for both retirement savings and income 

• Variable investment options 

• Tax-free transfers among investment options 

• Guaranteed death benefit* 

• Guaranteed income*

Azoury Financial 

Steven P. Azoury CLU CHFC 

3150 Livernois Rd. 
Suite 145 
Troy, MI 48083 
steve@azouryandassociates.com 
www.azouryandassociates.com 

248.535.4860 office 
248.289.3572 fax

insurance / investment / ideasTM

Securities offered and sold by Core Cap Investments Inc., a registered Broker-Dealer and member FINRA/SIPC. 

Steven P. Azoury and Core Cap are separate and unaffiliated entities.
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Worth Seeing.
Metropolitan Eye Center is a center of excellence, serving patients in our community for over
three decades. We promise each individual patient the highest quality eye care.

METROPOLITAN EYE CENTER
21711 Greater Mack Ave.  St. Clair Shores  48080
586/774-0393 � 800/774-7565
www.metropolitaneyecenter.com

Comprehensive Eye Care
Complete Medical & Routine Eye Exams
Contact Lenses - Large Selection
Full-Service Quality Optical Studio

Advanced Technology
Custom All-Laser LASIK
Precision Laser-Assisted Cataract Surgery
Medical Retina and Glaucoma Treatment

Advanced Technology Enhanced By Experience!



RETIRED DETROIT POLICE & FIRE 

FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310-5969 

(586) 795-1734

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Detroit, Michigan 

Permit No. 2060

Big dreams start
at home.

dmcu.com

It’s your safe haven. It’s where 
life’s biggest moments are planned 
and realized. So when you need 
cash for home improvements, 

your next big adventure, try asking 
your home for a loan with 
DMCU’s Home Equity Loan or 
Line of Credit.

To get started:

Call us at 313.568.5000

Visit dmcu.com today!


