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Summer and warmer weather is just around the cor-

ner and, with that, the Snowbirds are returning and our 

Association events will start taking place shortly. The 

Frankenmuth Picnic and General Meeting are scheduled 

for June 15 and 16, the Association Golf Outing August 

14th and the Firekeepers event will be Nov 8 and 9. 

We are continuing to wait for the Judge that heard 

our case against the State of Michigan, to make a deci-

sion, regarding the distribution of appropriation funds to 

our VEBAs. The case was heard by the Judge back in 

January of last year. At this point, the attorneys are 

advising against filing motions to attempt to force the 

Judge to give a decision. 

We are monitoring State Senate Bill 847. It was 

recently introduced by Senator Rosemary Bayer of 

District 13 which encompasses parts of Oakland and 

Wayne counties. The Bill if passed into law would 

require a person once reaching age of 75 and needing to 

renew their driver’s license, they would be required to 

have; a vision test, a written test, and a driving test every 

4 years. Once a person reaches the age of 85, these re-

quirements will be necessary every year. We don’t 

believe this legislation is likely to pass, but we are con-

tinuing to watch it anyway just in case it starts to move. 

I checked the legislative record of Senator Bayer and 

found that in this legislative session she has introduced 

40 Bills, of which none have become law. It also appears 

that she has co-sponsored nearly every Senate Bill, with 

none becoming law. We will continue to monitor these 

bills and if it starts to move we will act in attempt to stop 

any movement. 

On the Federal level, as you know, the news has 

been better. The President and congress finally eliminat-

ed the Windfall and pension offset. They also increased 

the annual tax deduction for seniors on their Social 

Security income. So hopefully, we were all able to keep 

a little more of our money. 

That’s it for now. Once again, not much else is going 

on. Stay safe and see you at our events. 

Upcoming Association 

Events at a glance 

RDPFFA ANNUAL PICNIC 
Frankenmuth Heritage Park - Frankenmuth, MI 

Monday, June 15, 2026 

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Bavarian Inn - Frankenmuth, MI 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 

RDPFFA Annual Golf Outing 
Oak Ridge Golf Club - New Haven, Michigan 

August 14, 2026 

RDPFFA November Event 
Firekeepers Casino Hotel - Battle Creek, MI 

November 8 and 9, 2026 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
AMERICAN LEGION - Carl E. Stitt Post 232 

23850 Military Rd - Dearborn Heights, MI - 7 PM 

October 1, 2026
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VICE 

PRESIDENT 
Gregory Trozak 

 
 

 
      Greetings all! I hope you had the winter you wished 

for, either the north one or the south one and you had the 

chance to spend it with family and friends. Mine was 

disappointing and I will explain shortly. 

      First of all, I want to remind all our members that the 

Annual Picnic and the June breakfast meeting is just a 

few short weeks away. The format will remain the same 

with a Hospitality room on Sunday evening June 14th, 

the Picnic on Monday, June 15th and the June General 

breakfast on Tuesday, June 16th. Reservations can be 

made by calling the Bavarian Inn at 989-652-7200 and 

use our booking number ‘1429EH’. Room rates are the 

same as prior years @ $139.00 + tax & fees. We hope 

you can make it while visiting with old friends and mak-

ing some new ones as well. 

      Normally, I try to keep up with current events related 

to the association. However, I felt as your Vice-

President, I needed to be transparent with you. In the 

middle of February, I was diagnosed with cancer in my 

nasal cavity. I have been, more or less, out of commis-

sion for several weeks getting extensive medical tests 

and determining the best course of treatment. The cancer 

caused severe headaches, double vision, unsteadyness 

and weakness. The treatment is scheduled to last for sev-

eral weeks. The good news is, the doctors say it is very 

treatable, but it will be a long process. As a result, I have 

decided to resign my position as Vice President. 

      So, in closing, I hope everyone enjoys the spring 

months and I hope to see many of you in Frankenmuth. 

      Remember, stay safe, be careful and most all watch 

your back. It is a whole different world we are living in. 

 

 

Retired Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Association Inc. 
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Procedure to Obtain Retired 

Detroit Police Photo ID Cards 

 

To obtain an ID card in person: 
 

• Public Safety Headquarters 

1301 Third Street, Detroit, MI 48226-2503 
 

• Go to Central Photo for a digital picture 

(located on the 3rd floor of Public Safety Headquarters) 

You will be directed to the 6th floor to Detroit 

Police Personnel to complete process.  
 

• Bring old DPD ID Card and Driver’s License 

-They will keep your old ID card. 

Please call (313) 596-2810 

for further information!



 

 

SECRETARY/ 

TREASURER 
Al Grant 

 
 
 

     The Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters 

Association publishes four magazines a year known as the 

‘Unity’.  The Association’s paper is mailed to over 4,000 

members.  The distribution starts with a January issue an 

April publication in the spring, a July distribution for the 

summer and closing the year, a fall delivery in October. 

      Throughout the years, members send donations sup-

porting the Association for providing our membership 

with information regarding the status of Pensions, 

Hospitalization and Insurances thus, keeping our member-

ship informed on all matters relative to the best interests 

of the Association and its members. 

      Our members regularly contribute to the Association 

and send notes which are published in our “Members 

Letters” pages communicating their appreciation. The 

“Remembrance and Thank You” section lists donors who 

contribute in memory of a member who passed and high-

lighting special moments they had with that person.  

Many contributors appreciate what the Association does 

and stipulate – “to place the contribution where needed.” 

      The Association receives many letters thanking us for 

the services provided by the Association and express their 

thanks with both financial support along with their month-

ly dues membership contributions.  All of these letters and 

contributions are greatly appreciated by the RDPFFA 

Officers and Board of Directors. 

      Reflecting on our members’ generosity and kind 

thoughts, my attention was drawn to the members who 

take the time and effort to send a letter expressing their 

feelings for a loved one, as well as friends who were fel-

low workers. The primary focus of this article is to 

emphasize and appreciate those individuals who should 

be acknowledged with a sincere thank you.  The kind and 

encouraging thoughts, along with favorable compliments 

towards the Association, are appreciated.  It makes our job 

more satisfying and encourages us to continue with the 

organization’s objectives. 
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DETROIT 
POLICE 

MUSEUM AND 
GIFT SHOP 

Stop by and visit us located at: 
Detroit Public Safety Headquarters 

1301 Third Street • Detroit, MI 48226 

(313) 596-5196 

Sponsored by: 
The Detroit Public Safety Foundation and 

The Detroit Police Department 
 

We are always looking for donations of 

memorablilia and we gladly accept financial 

donations as well. 
All donations are made through 

the Detroit Public Safety Foundation - 501C3 

Also Visit our Online Gift Store at: 
www.DetroitPublicSafetyFoundation.org 

(Click on Gift Store Link near bottom left) 

or through our Facebook Site: 

Detroit Police Museum and Gift Shop 
 

Curator: Jeff Lemaux 
Phone: (248) 245-0720
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Welcome New 
Members! 

March 2026 

Nancy Koenig - Fire 

DEATH OF MEMBER 

FAMILY ASSISTANCE PROCEDURE 
 

Communications vary whether member was 

Police, Fire, or Sergeant and above. If you are Police 

make your first call to the Detroit Police Benefit & 

Protective Association, (313) 870-9304. Followed 

by either a call to the Detroit Police Officer 

Association, (313) 567-8770, or the Lieutenants & 

Sergeants (313) 961-5699, which ever applies. 

Follow up with a call to the Pension Bureau, 

(313) 224-3362 Ext. 214 or (800) 339-8344 and 

BeneSys (833) 725-5336 to make sure that they 

were notified. Last but not least, notify the Retired 

Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Association, (586) 

795-1734. 

Fire employees, start by notifying the Detroit 

Fire Fighter Association, (313) 962-7546, the 

Detroit Firemen’s Fund Association, (313) 628-

0099, Detroit Fire Mutual Fund call Firemen's 

Fund Association to leave a message, Detroit 

Pension Bureau, (313) 224-3362 or (800) 339-

8344, ext 221 and BeneSys (833) 725-5336. 

The above agencies will assist you with the notifi-

cation process. It would be a good idea to put this infor-

mation with your secured legal documents or some 

other obvious place where your survivors can locate it.

Detroit Police Department 
Retired   Badges 

Silver – $55.00 EA.*            Gold – $65.00 EA.* 

Available to R.D.P.F.F.A. Members 
Contact Retired Detroit Police Officer George Toy at: 

(248) 572-4458 

*Add $5.00 for Shipping & Handling. Allow 6-8 Weeks for Delivery

PLEASE NOTE: 
The RDPFFA would like to recognize and 

thank Olejnik Farms for their generous 

contribution of flowers adding to the beauty 

of our building grounds.

Now Accepting PayPal! 
We are pleased to announce that we now 

accept PayPal for Annual Dues, Political 

Action Committee (PAC) and Appreciation 

Donation payments. Please check the right 

side of the RDPFFA home page for a link!

 
 
 
 

GREENE’S 
LAWN AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

SNOW PLOWING · FIREWOOD 
 
 

 

   KEVIN GREENE                                                       16414 WALCLIFF 

    (586) 790-7908                                CLINTON TOWNSHIP, MI 48035
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ASSOCIATION CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS* 

General Membership Meeting Schedule: 

AMERICAN LEGION 

Carl E. Stitt Post 232 

23850 Military Rd - Dearborn Heights, MI - 7 PM 

October 1, 2026 

RDPFFA ANNUAL PICNIC 

Frankenmuth Heritage Park - Frankenmuth, MI 

Monday, June 15, 2026 

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Bavarian Inn - Frankenmuth, MI 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 

RDPFFA November Event 

Firekeepers Casino Hotel - Battle Creek, MI 

November 8 and 9, 2026 

Snowbirds Of Michigan* 

Meet 2nd Sunday of the month 

May thru November 

at “Fred’s of Roscommon” 

430 N. 5th Street - Roscommon, MI 

Social Hour 11:00 AM – Meeting at 1:00 PM 

 

*Refer to columns for specifics or program changes

Articles for the Summer 2026 

Issue should be “submitted” by 

June 24, 2026

 
Updated!

UPCOMING 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

Fire Fighters Breakfasts 

First Monday of the month at 9:00 A.M. 
Dimitri's Opa Restaurant – (NEW LOCATION) 

50875 Gratiot Ave, Chesterfield, MI 48051-3133 

Third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 A.M. 
Omega Coney Island 

22501 W. Eight Mile Rd., Detroit, MI 

First Thursday of the month at 9:00 A.M. 
IHOP Restaurant (NEW LOCATION) 

8075 Nemco Way • Brighton, MI 48116 

(810) 225-6020 

Exit 145 off of I96 (Enter off Grand River) 
 

Call the Association Office 
if you need additional information

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE 

For your information and the Association's 

benefit, it is important that when your sum-

mer/winter address changes, we are notified 

in advance of the move and again when you 

are returning to your home address. That 

way we can keep our records current. We 

don’t want to lose you in the process.
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Greetings from Florida 

    On January 30th, some of us met in Wildwood, 

Florida at the Russell Stover store to stock up on our 

chocolate supply.  Afterwards we met at Codys 

Restaurant for lunch.  John and Carolyn Wood, Bill and 

Cathy Jasper, Don and Cindy Rem, Joann Cherry, Tony 

Fortuna and Dan Zemaitis. – good people and good 

food.  All are welcome to join us – just give us a call so 

we can give the restaurant a head count. 

     On February 21st we met at Piccola Italian 

Restaurant in Zephyrhills – Mike and Sus Kniaz, 

Georgette Gekiere, Dan Zemaitis, Dan and Chris 

Osinski, Don and Cindy Rem, John and Carolyn Wood, 

Joann Cherry and Tony Fontana.  

March Birthdays:    Jerry Rozanski, Evelyn Brehm, 

                                Violet Prather and George Perry 

April Birthdays:      Georgette Gekiere, 

                                Maryann Ponik, Mike Kniaz, 

                                Karen Haderer, Cindy Rem, 

                                Cathy Jasper and Sue Kniaz 

May Birthdays:       Marsha Dreslinski, 

                                Geraldine Hennningsen 

July Birthdays:        Muriel Corsiglia, Claudia Sevald, 

                                Joann Nichols, Robin Mueller, 

                                Melanie Pauch and Don Rem 
 

     Note!   Our First meeting of 2026 will be May 17, 

2026 at 1:00 p.m. at Freds of Roscommon – all are 

welcomed and our June 14th meeting is canceled 

because of the RDPFFA picnic starting June 14th 

rooms, 15th picnic, 16th meeting and breakfast. 

     The “Snowbirds” meetings will resume July 12th at 

Fred’s of Roscommon. 

 

Take Care and God Bless 

(989) 305-1035 

 

 
Snowbirds 

Dan Zemaitis

From the days of the first crusade, the cross has 
been the symbol of the Christian warrior who 
pledged not only to fight in defense of the Holy 
Land, but also to protect the lives of his compatri-
ots. The Maltese Cross, now worn by modern fire-
fighters, is actually an adaptation of a particular 
crusader insignia, the cross of the Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem. 

During the crusades, many Knights became 
firefighters out of necessity. Their enemies had 
resorted to throwing bombs and sailing war vessels 
containing naphtha. Hundreds of Knights were 
burned alive. Others risked their lives to save their 
brothers in arms from dying painful fiery deaths. 
Thus these men became our first firefighters and 
the first of a long list of courageous firefighters. 

The Maltese Cross is your symbol of protection. 
It means that the firefighter who wears this cross is 

willing to lay down his/her life for you, just as 
Crusaders sacrificed their lives for their fellow man 
so may years ago. 

The Maltese Cross is a Firefighter's badge of 
honor, signifying that he/she works in courage... a 
ladder-run away from death.

AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 161 

Police & Fire Fighters 
Looking for Members 

Must have military service! 

Dues $45 
For information contact: 

Tony Treier: (586) 598-1386

The Significance of the Maltese Cross
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     Thanks to all involved in the fight to get the full 

Social Security for our members. A job well done! 

Maybe those who rode our coat tails should think about 

making a donation & membership payment. 

                                Rick Irons 

                                Clinton Twp, MI 
 

     Summer is around the corner, can’t wait. The 

enclosed checks are in appreciation for all the work that 

you did assisting in getting the Social Security benefits 

to become a reality. Also in remembrance of two good 

friends, Police Officer William Bowman, my Scout Car 

and Cruiser partner and lifelong brother, also to Sgt. 

Eugene Fular my grade school classmate and Icelandic 

shipmate. Thanks again and hope to see you at the 

Frankenmuth picnic. 

                                Daniel Budz 

                                Sterling Heights, MI 
 

     Please deposit this check into the appreciation fund. 

It is in memory of Crime Fighter Shirley Wagner. 

                                Thank You. 

                                Loren ‘Crime Fighter’ Wagner 

                                Las Cruces, NM 
 

     The enclosed donation is in memory of: Allan 

Bickford & Sgt Lorin Budzinski. Please use this where 

it is most needed. Thank you for all you do! 

                                David & Melanie Pauch 

                                Mancelona, MI 
 

     Enclosed please find my check for dues for 2025. 

The dues were not taken from the pension check. I want 

to thank you so very much for all your help and support 

when my husband PO Joseph O’Brien passed on in 

2023. Thank you all again. 

                                Joyce O’Brien 

                                Lewiston, MI 
 

     Thank you to the hard working staff. You are truly 

appreciated. In memory of P.O. Richard Santarossa. 

                                Connie Santarossa 

                                Roscommon, MI 
 

     Accept this in memory of Giacomo Buffa, Great 

Cop solid citizen & friend. Thanks to you. 

                                Den & Mag Barton 

                                Caseville, MI 

     Memorial gift of appreciation. Please accept our 

check in memory of our Dear friend Robert Scully, 

retired Detroit Police Officer and Executive Director of 

the National Association of Police Organizations 

(NAPO) in Washington DC. Thank You. 

                                Robert and Noreen Livesey 

                                Northville, MI 
 

     Please use this donation as you see fit. Also in the 

memory of Lt. Robert Amoe, a good friend. Thank you. 

                                Captain Dan Lamphier 

                                Sterling Heights, MI 
 

Detroit Police & Fire Fighters Assn., 

     Please use the enclosed donation at your discretion. 

Thank you for all you have done for me as well as all 

retirees. Keep up the great work. 

                                William (Bill) Durkin 

                                DPD Class of 77-B 

                                Fishers, IN 
 

     My dues for 2025 and a donation in memory of my 

husband Alan Malesky. I look back over the last 25 

years since I retired and see all this association has 

accomplished for police & fire retirees. So thank you to 

all the past and current Officers. To the current Officers 

your hard work and dedication is greatly appreciated. 

                                Donna Mistele 

                                Farmington Hills, MI 
 

     This donation is in memory of my husband, Jim 

Tanderys. Please use it wherever you need it most to 

continue to work on our behalf. Thank You. 

                                Judy Tanderys 

                                Northville, MI 
 

     Please accept this memorial contribution in memory 

of Paul Laube. I’ve known Paul for over 49 years, you 

couldn’t ask for better friend or partner. Paul would do 

anything in his power to help anyone in trouble, or need 

a helping hand. May he rest in peace.  Please use this 

contribution as you see fit. 

     P.S. I want to thank everyone for their work helping 

us retired members, sometimes in difficult circumstances. 

                                Jim Turner 

                                Hudson, FL 
 

     Use this donation wherever needed. In memory of 

all the great members of S.T.R.E.S.S. 

                                Jay & Geri Koby 

                                West Bloomfield, MI 

(continued on next page)
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     Enclosed is a donation for the RDPFFA to use as 

needed. We are grateful for all that you do and all that 

you have done over the years to help overturn the 

Windfall Elimination Act. 

                                Robert Peterson 

                                Howell, MI 
 

     Please fight for officers living outside of Michigan, 

so they can be covered under Priority Ins. & Medicare. 

We are not currently covered by Vanderbilt doctors. 

                                Tom & Brenda Krantz 

                                College Grove, TN 
 

     Please accept this contribution in memory of 

Michael Posler. Thank you for all you do! Use this 

wherever it is needed. 

                                Carol Posler 

                                Shelby Twp, MI 
 

     In memory of my wife Charlene, she passed away 2 

yrs. ago and a big thank you for all the work you do for 

us. I received my Social Security check last week. Use 

this donation where needed. 

                                Jim Ruhlig Sgt. CATS Crew 

                                Linden, MI 

(continued) “Standing up for you” 

Bryan A. Sunisloe 

Attorney and Counselor 

(Brother of Retired Detroit Fire Chief, Kenneth A. Sunisloe) 
 

Specializing In: 

Divorce/Family Law 

Disability and Worker’s Comp 

Estate Planning 

Personal Injury Litigation 
 

Main Office: 

66 Market Street 

Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 
 

Office: (586) 463-0300 / Fax: (586) 463-5373 

Cell: (313) 801-9201 

www.SunisloeLawOffice.com 

Bryan@Sunisloelawoffice.com

The Detroit Firemen's Fund's 
commitment to be a guiding light 

during the darkest days in a 
firefighter and their family's lives 
has been our priority since 1866. 

The Officers of the Association are: 
Joseph Palm - President • Christopher Dixon - Vice President 

Michael O’Lear - Secretary • Christopher Alef - Treasurer 
The Trustees are: 

Shannon Moran, Kim Fett, David Stewart, Patrick Schwartz, James Montgomery 

We are located at: 
1301 Third St., #329 • Detroit MI 48226 

Monday-Friday • Office: 8 - 3 pm and the store: 9 - 4 pm  

Call: 313-628-0099 or visit us at: www.detroitfiremensfund.com
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Thank you for your service RDPFFA 
Complimentary hearing test & 

hearing aid consultation 
 

We will work with you to maximize 
your hearing aid insurance benefit and find 

the best solution for your lifestyle 
Rechargeable, Bluetooth, Waterproof options available 

 
1225 S. Latson Rd., Suite 180 

Howell, MI 48843 
advancedhearingofbrighton.com 

810-494-4327 

Dr. Laura Salome 
Doctor of Audiology

13th Precinct 
Quarterly Retirees’ Luncheon 

11:00 A.M. - 2nd Tuesday of 
March • June • September • December 

Roger’s Roost 
33626 Schoenherr Rd. 

Sterling Heights, MI 48312 

(586) 979-7550

BUNCH TAX SERVICE 
(586) 779-7990 

ASSOCIATES 

 
 

CITY • STATE • FEDERAL • PERSONAL • BUSINESS  
NEW LOCATION!  

22611 Greater Mack Ave. 
(Between 8 and 9 Mile Rd.) 

ST. CLAIR SHORES, MI 48080-2014 

FAX: (586) 779-0249 
www.bunchtaxservice.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, Audit Representation 
Member of RDPFFA

LUCIAN C. HARBAR II • LUCIAN C. HARBAR, SR. • DANIEL M. SMITH

 

 

 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF U.S. 
POST 1519 

Police and fire fighters looking for members. Must have overseas wartime service! 

For information contact: 
Bernie Brennan at (734) 420-0250 or bbren16752@aol.com
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IN MEMORIAM Once again, we call the roll and acknowledge those friends 

and associates who have left us since our last publication. It is hard to let go of good friends but it 

is easy to remember the good times we shared and realize that now they rest in peace. 

January 2026 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Babcock, David                      Sgt.                  Police             8-18-69           9-30-22                 1-21-26              77 

Blair, Tilman                           Corp.               Police             8-14-67           12-1-25                   1-8-26              82 

Brand, Ronald                         P.O.                 Police               2-1-71             3-6-82                 1-20-26              77 

Brusseau, Norman                  P.O.                 Police               2-7-71             7-6-96                 1-17-26              80 

Danner, Kenneth                     P.O.                 Police             2-17-69           2-17-04                   1-3-26              79 

Finn, Vincent                          Sgt.                  Police             6-14-71           9-16-96                   1-4-26              75 

Goodwin, Yvonne                   P.O.                 Police             7-21-86         12-30-96                 1-27-26              69 

Herderich, Richard                 Lt.                    Police             2-15-60         10-30-86                 1-18-26              88 

Hughes-Grubbs, Alma            Sgt.                  Police           12-19-77           6-30-06                   1-7-26              69 

Huizar, Gregory                      P.O.                 Police           12-30-74           7-12-00                 1-15-26              73 

Proby, Doris                            P.O.                 Police             4-21-86             5-1-92                 1-31-26              70 

Rucker, Nathaniel                   Sgt.                  Police             7-14-69           7-30-99                   1-3-26              89 

Shine, William                        Sgt.                  Police             7-13-59             8-1-84                 1-29-26              89 

Stringfellow, Russell               P.O.                 Police             1-13-72         10-20-05                 1-24-26              75 

Ullin, Donald                          P.O.                 Police             7-26-71           8-31-97                 1-26-26              80 

Wiecek, Michael                     P.O.                 Police             2-14-60            4-11-86                 1-22-26              90 

Williams, Rube                       Invg.                Police               8-2-71             1-6-01                   1-1-26              80 

Fahoome, Dale                        Lt.                    Fire                 1-25-99     Died Active                 1-27-26              47 

Gulley, Lee III                        Capt.                Fire               11-16-92           10-5-23                 1-19-26              61 

Lovett, Waymond                   FF                    Fire                 2-12-90             7-9-01                 1-19-26              58 

Moore, John                            Lt.                    Fire                   6-2-69          11-10-94                 1-23-26              81 

Spiltener, Frank                      FFD                 Fire               10-30-72         12-19-84                 1-10-26              81 

Trout, Patrick                          FF                    Fire                 11-3-14     Died Active                   1-5-26              47 

February 2026 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Cheatom, Cynthia                   P.O.                 Police             3-27-78             7-7-08                 2-25-26              72 

Farrell, John                            P.O.                 Police               8-5-68             7-7-04                 2-21-26              83 

Ferency, Philip                        Lt.                    Police             8-21-72             7-7-03                   2-6-26              79 

Gardner, Pleze                        Invg.                Police               3-6-72             7-5-00                   2-7-26              80 

Greene, Michael                     Sgt.                  Police             1-26-87             2-4-12                 2-27-26              61 

Hannah, Stephen                     Invg.                Police             4-21-86           3-28-13                 2-27-26              74 

Hurwitz, Larry                        Sgt.                  Police               1-4-61             1-4-86                 2-19-26              91 

Mehlhose, James                    Sgt.                  Police               8-1-62             4-4-98                 2-13-26              87 

Nisbet, Gerald                         P.O.                 Police             2-26-68           12-3-93                   2-8-26              81 

Ouelette, Roland                     P.O.                 Police               5-5-69           10-4-79                 2-24-26              88 

Sangmeister, Glenn                 P.O.                 Police               6-1-67           5-26-89                 2-10-26              82 

Scott, Harold                           Insp.                Police             7-14-69             2-1-94                 2-12-26              79 

Swinford, Gerald                    P.O.                 Police               1-9-73           5-30-87                   2-5-26              81 

White, Cheree                         P.O.                 Police             5-12-97             6-8-07                 2-22-26              55 

Lowande, Edward                   FF                    Fire                 3-30-53           3030-78                 2-28-26              95 
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(continued on next page)
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February 2026 (continued) 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Wagner, Rudolph                    Capt.                Fire                 5-19-47            3-11-78                   2-3-26              99 

Wells, Albert                           Capt.                Fire               12-14-70           6-29-04                 2-26-26              81 

March 2026 
Name                                      Rank               Dept.         Appointed           Retired      Date of Death           Age 

Belcastro, David                     P.O.                 Police             6-16-77           8-20-93                   3-8-26              72 

Berry, Charles                         P.O.                 Police             1-24-72           5-16-92                 3-31-26              84 

Campbell, John Jr.                  Lt.                    Police             9-12-74             6-1-02                 3-20-26              68 

Curry, Mary                            P.O.                 Police               6-2-77             2-5-88                 3-23-26              82 

Filar, Robert                            Sgt.                  Police               3-8-54         12-21-91                   3-9-26              94 

Hart, Harrison                         Cmdr.              Police             3-10-69           3-24-99                 3-14-26              82 

McCartha, Michael                 P.O.                 Police             5-26-77           2-16-04                   3-9-26              74 

Perry, George                          P.O.                 Police             7-18-66           1-21-92                 3-25-26              90 

Salisbury, William                  P.O.                 Police               4-5-71             7-6-96                 3-30-26              81 

Stirling, Angus                        P.O.                 Police             9-17-62             7-2-91                 3-12-26              86 

Wagner, Loren                        Lt.                    Police             8-26-68           8-26-93                   3-2-26              78 

Glab, Julius                             FEO                Fire                   8-3-53           6-30-89                 3-17-26              95 

Monaghan, Jerome                 FEO                Fire                   2-7-83           12-3-12                  3-11-26              73 

Parker, Thomas                       Sgt.                  Fire                   7-1-63             2-7-85                 3-10-26              85 

Trombley, Robert                    Lt.                    Fire                 10-1-68             1-8-94                   3-3-26              82 

Warzyniak, George                 Lt.                    Fire                   9-5-51           2-16-87                 3-14-26              88 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      We accept all major insurances 

Retired police officers and their 
spouses can typically get premium 

hearing aids at no cost. 
Call our office to schedule your 

complementary hearing test and 
hearing aid evaluation.

CLEAR HEARING WELCOMES 
RETIRED DETROIT POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTERS

10 W SQUARE LAKE RD • SUITE 102 • BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48302 248-791-3639

SERVICES 
• Hearing tests 
• Hearing aids 
• Wax Removal 
• Custom hearing protection 
• Custom Swim Plugs 
• Tinnitus Relief 
• Services and repairs of 
  your existing hearing aids 
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RETIRED DETROIT POLICE & FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION 
 

THIRTY FIFTH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING FOR R.D.P.F.F.A MEMBERS & GUESTS 
 
 

Date: Friday, August 14, 2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. (Shotgun Start) 
Location: Oak Ridge Golf Club 

35035 26 Mile Rd. 
New Haven, Michigan 

*Limited to the first 36 foursomes/144 golfers 
 

Cost: $80.00 per person, (including gifts for every registered golfer). Price includes: 
a) 18 holes of golf with golf cart. 

b) Full Breakfast beginning at 8:00 am 

c) Chinese Raffle, 50/50 Drawing 

d) Games played on all Par 3 holes; Skins game (additional $20 per team) 

e) Lunch Buffet served after golf (approx.. 3 PM) 

f) Beer and beverages served in the club house and designated areas on the golf course. 
 

Golfers MUST REGISTER individually by 8:00 a.m. to receive tee and cart assignments. 

SCRAMBLE format with shotgun start will begin PROMPTLY at 9:00 am. 

Please return ALL score cards after 18 holes of golf if entered in the Skins game 

Contact rdpffa@gmail.com with questions 
 

Make all checks payable to RDPFFA (GOLF) 

Send to: 

RDPFFA 

2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310 

Phone: (586) 795-1734 

**NO REFUNDS FOR NO SHOWS** 
 

REGISTRATION FORM (*NAME AND PHONE OF CAPTAIN, OTHERS NAME ONLY) 
 

 NAME ADDRESS   PHONE  
 
 

1___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



- 15 -

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

cAthehitW

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

n tioecotPr&natioulcumc

kiacaoNe kuL w

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

essAirf Theo

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

*tse

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

ikcawaoke NLu w

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
  

  

  

 
 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

-
-

- -

Smiles 

A smile can brighten up the day, 

That’s what we all suppose, 

But there’s so much more smiles can do 

Take it from one who knows. 
 

A smile can also show content, 

In oh’so many ways, 

It also can show disbelief, 

And at other times, show praise. 
 

It can show a real affection, 

That is what smiles are all about, 

there also are smiles of hope, 

And also smiles of doubt. 
 

There are smiles one gives of gratitude, 

And smiles of great relief, 

Smiles of love and friendship, 

In moments of painful grief. 

 
 

Smiles from one who’s happy, 

And smiles from those held dear, 

But there also are those little smiles, 

On a face of one in fear. 
 

Approving smiles from those who know, 

Disapproving smiles from other, 

Smiles of hope for newborn babes, 

From father, and a loving mother. 
 

I could go on and cite many more, 

‘Cause smiles do have their place. 

Showing feelings of the heart, 

Mirrored on each and every face. 
 

P.S. If you give your smile away, 
It will usually be retured. 

 
Roy H. Moerschell



Appreciation (Donation) 

Bednarski Sharon in memory of 
  James Bednarski 
Cook Rosalie in memory of Bill Cook 

Dziuba Stanley in memory of 
  Ted Spicher 
Hewitt Lori & Dave in memory of 
  Norman Brusseau 

Hudson Rod & Ruth in memory of 
  Sgt. Andrew Kuklock 

Iannucci Steve in memory of 
  Inv. Eugene Fular & Michael Tralka 

Knittel Jim & Ann in memory of 
  Ed Knittel, Tiger Zalewski & 
  Elmer DesJarlais 
Lash Violet in memory of 
  Sgt. Henry Lash 

Meinke Larry & Paula in memory of 
  P.O. Thomas Dunaj 
Mistele Donna in memory of 
  Alan Malesky 

Oehmke Don in memory of 
  P.O. Steve Schmekel 
Oehmke, Don in memory of 
  Sgt. Roy St. Onge 

Parsell, Cheryl in memory of 
  Lt . Stephen H Parsell DFD 

Saffold, Sharman & James in memory 
  of A.N. Saffold 

Saski, Michael in memory of 
  P.O. ‘Peter Gernand, Sgt David Babcock 
  & Justine Saski' 
Smith, Janet in memory of 
  Robert L Smith 

Smolka, Ron & Carol in memory of 
  Kenneth Danner & Russ Stringfellow 

Spaulding, Barb in memory of 
  Robert Spaulding 

Treant, Don & Kathy in memory of 
  Russell  Stringfellow 

Zemaitis, Dan in memory of 
  Rosemarie 'Jey' Zemaitis 

Appreciation (Donation) 

Barton, Den & Mag 

Brown, Tomas & Kathy 

Chambers, Douglas 

Falkowski, Ken 

Falkowski, Ken 

Falkowski, Ken 

Gatto, Charles 

Gatto, Charles 

Gatto, Charles 

Hunsaker, Ralph & Anne 

Hynes, Melbourne 

Isken, Wayne 

Isken, Wayne 

Isken, Wayne 

Jablonski, (Jabo) Daniel 

Pfahlert, Alice 

Phillips, Charles & Kathleen 

Phillips, Charles & Kathleen 

Phillips, Charlie & Kathleen 

Pokorski, Kathleen 

Puszczyk, Thomas & Elaine 

Puszczyk, Thomas & Elaine 

Rakowski, Madelyn 

Rem, Donald  E 

Skaggs, George (Skip) 

Sumeracki, Gary & Sophia 

Vanarsdale, Don & Carol 

Velthuysen, Tomas & Kathy 

Watts, Adrienne

REMEMBRANCE AND THANK YOU  

The following supporters, their names and in names of their loved ones, have contributed most generously to our 

Legal, Appreciation and P.A.C. Funds. Your continued support of our Association is the encouragement we need 

and reflects your recognition of the Association’s efforts in your behalf. 
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ATTENTION VETERANS! 

Free burial at the Great Lakes National Cemetery is available for you, your 

spouse and your dependent children age 21 and under. Burial and memorial ben-

efits available include a gravesite in any VA national cemetery with available space, 

opening and closing of the grave, perpetual care, a government headstone, marker, 

or medallion, Presidential Memorial Certificates, and a burial flag all at no cost to 

the family. VA burial allowances may also be available for eligible Veterans. 

Cremated remains are buried or inurned in national cemeteries in the same manner 

and with the same honors as casketed remains. 

Go to: https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits for more information
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WHAT WILL YOUR PAYCHECK 
LOOK LIKE WHEN YOU RETIRE? 

While you may have several sources of income, one thing is certain - planning to retirement 

means changing your thinking from "savings" to "income" when managing your investments. 

Your retirement assets: 
• Can be used for both retirement savings and income 

• Variable investment options 

• Tax-free transfers among investment options 

• Guaranteed death benefit* 

• Guaranteed income*

Azoury Financial 

Steven P. Azoury CLU CHFC 

3150 Livernois Rd. 
Suite 145 
Troy, MI 48083 
steve@azouryandassociates.com 
www.azouryandassociates.com 

248.535.4860 office 
248.289.3572 fax

insurance / investment / ideasTM

Securities offered and sold by Core Cap Investments Inc., a registered Broker-Dealer and member FINRA/SIPC. 

Steven P. Azoury and Core Cap are separate and unaffiliated entities.
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Worth Seeing.
Metropolitan Eye Center is a center of excellence, serving patients in our community for over
three decades. We promise each individual patient the highest quality eye care.

METROPOLITAN EYE CENTER
21711 Greater Mack Ave.  St. Clair Shores  48080
586/774-0393 � 800/774-7565
www.metropolitaneyecenter.com

Comprehensive Eye Care
Complete Medical & Routine Eye Exams
Contact Lenses - Large Selection
Full-Service Quality Optical Studio

Advanced Technology
Custom All-Laser LASIK
Precision Laser-Assisted Cataract Surgery
Medical Retina and Glaucoma Treatment

Advanced Technology Enhanced By Experience!



RETIRED DETROIT POLICE & FIRE 

FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
2525 E. Fourteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, Michigan 48310-5969 

(586) 795-1734

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Detroit, Michigan 

Permit No. 2060

Big dreams start
at home.

dmcu.com

It’s your safe haven. It’s where 
life’s biggest moments are planned 
and realized. So when you need 
cash for home improvements, 

your next big adventure, try asking 
your home for a loan with 
DMCU’s Home Equity Loan or 
Line of Credit.

To get started:

Call us at 313.568.5000

Visit dmcu.com today!

Frankenmuth Heritage Park 
Frankenmuth, MI 
JUNE 15, 2026


